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A lot has happened throughout the world that affects us im the UK and 
whether we like it or not global downturn has got a very pronounced affect 
eh everyone. The “toxic leans’ as they are now known in the US seemed to 
spark the incredible downturn in all our economies which unknown to the 
man in the street seems to have been totally based on loans which wader 
scrutiny appeared to have been made with no collateral. This went belly-up 
and all the banks suffered seismic shock waves that rippled through every 
strata of society: Banks folded in lots of countries aad the remaining ones 
were shaking so loudly they kept us awake at night. The resultant ‘shoring 


awarded like putty medals and the fat cats ‘retire’ with their sacks of gold 
Jeaving us to Clear wp the resulting debris. I foresee a gloomy period ahead 
because the average working man’s pension has been severely depleted 
forcing them to work after the age iin which they had planned to retire. Some 
of us that were relying on the housing market to be buoyant giving us 
security at the end of a working life find that the housing market has come 
to a standstill. If people can not get mortgages and believe me it is 
IMPOSSIBLE at the moment... the market grinds to a standstill, People still 
need to have accommodation. What can people do.. .I see renting as the only 
alternative but with many out of work ...or about to be out of work what is 
the alternative?. Renting demand will be high...house-building has come to a 
oe en to their 
societies that should not have given mortgages far = — of people’s 
capabilities for re-payment. Obviously vie thinFing 14 @ ‘safe as houses’ 
aad te geasiel UR perceniion of « house being ‘overd! ‘may have to be 
totally reviewed. Possibly a ‘rent mentality’ will be the outcome. 

With no available housing stock and no finance what alternative will there be. 
The first step onto the house-ownership ladder seems miles away for first- 
time buyers and they are what the market relies on. 

I have spent more time than usual on one subject as it is so important and I 
know that in time to come this will be a turning point in history...not just in 
the UK but throughout the world. As the western world shake other 
economies benefit. China, USSR, India and The Arab States will benefit and 
we must adjust to the balance of power diminishing in the US, Europe and 
the UK. This is going to be a problem as ‘New Rich Countries ’ are not the 
best equipped to handle world affairs and this will lead to many problems 
that at the moment are only minor problems. 

Water will be a bigger issue im the future than oil is now. ...Watch these 
words aad see if I am right. 

Tt takes a brave man (or a fool) to put his thoughts in print. What will I be 
seen as in the future?? Time will tell. Anyway on with my latest album. 
These show happier times . a ee 
have given above “I am still a cheerful guy and very happy... 


A local car-boot sale (minus cars) .French “tut? is so much more fun than 


English ‘tut 


July ’08 Iver and Judy invited us to Emma and Danny’s wedding at their 
home. We drove down leisurely, taking three days and it was perfect. Quiet 
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roads great weather and splendid overnight stops in brilliant scenery. we 
stayed in Briennon about 30 mins from the house and went to a bbq on the 
first night, a great meal out by The loire (about 80 of us) on the second night 
and the wedding in the grounds was fabulous. followed by a fabulous meal 
and dance in a marquee set up on a neighbours farm. The slow journey back 
was equally great with the vast fields in the Champagne region showing us a 
side to France that we had not seen before. We came back totally full of 
memories of a great week. 


Epaa with the ‘sun shades’ 
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August ‘08 . Darren-Paul was doing up his truck on a farm in Somerset so we 
spent a couple of days there with him. 


We had a great veggie meal in a converted railway carriage 


Great old petrol pumps 
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The truck was in a massive barn ona dairy farm that was larger than any I had 
seen before. DP was busy making it watertight and repainted it in green. 


I was impressed with the work he had undertaken alone and we spent two great 
days with him. W stayed in an old long house where ship's sails had been made in 


Photo History 
the old days and the b & b owners had many different chickens and ducks and 
were a really interesting couple with some great paintings around the house 


DP showed us a very original nature reserve that he had helped on and the owner 
had furnished ornaments such as seats etc out of welding horseshoes. 
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Some really lovely natural areas were carefully nurtured and the large leaves 
were really wonderful 
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By the lake on the nature reserve 


A deer startled ran across the field 
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We all enjoyed a great couple of days together 
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In September Lynn and I were driving across London and we could see across 
the Thames crowds of people enjoying ‘Thames Day’ on the South Bank. As it was 
impossibly crowded we parked in the City and were amazed to find that 
Southwark Bridge was closed and had been transformed into a food festival, 
complete with straw bales surrounding farm animals with a great trestle running 
from one end of the bridge to the other and chairs were set along both sides. 
Food stalls at both ends and entertainment completed the scene. 
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Needless to say we filled up plates of food and proceeded to join the crowds at 
the trestle tables. 
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Many of the stalls sold original and tasty foods from around the world... 
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There was a really great jazz band at one end of the bridge and some wonderful 
characters wandering around 


The greatest moment was as the animals were slowly taken from the bridge the 
straw bales that remained were seized on by the delighted kids (and also many 
adults) and there was scarcely anyone around that was not covered in straw and 
laughing. It was a magic moment and I am so glad I had the camera (as always) to 
capture that special moment. 


Totally spontaneous and great fun 
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There were races on the river and crowds of people everywhere enjoying the 
great day 
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As anyone reading these volumes must realise by now I am a London junkie...I 
love it and the more I travel the more I think it is the best city in the world... 


Later in September we were invited to Len’s 65' celebration at Le Manoir d' 
Quart Saison. Around 40 of us enjoyed the fantastic meal that was perfect in 
every way. A great setting in wonderful grounds and possibly our oldest friend 
(ie our friend of longest standing ... before he clouts me ). 

A great speech and a loving look from one of his lovely grandchildren... 
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Mum proudly said a few words 


and Lynn and I enjoyed the beautiful gardens after lunch 
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No album would be complete without the ‘Cold Christmas’ shots. Here are two that 
seem to embody the lovely September country walk 
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The Science Museum opened for a late night ‘adults-only’ fun evening. Everyone 
really entered into the spirit of the evening. There was a rock band and wine and 


beer bars on each floor. 


Welcome to Science 
Museum Lates! 


Tonight we invite you to step into 1950s Britain... 

Sci-fi blends with reality as you come face to face with 
comic-strip hero Dan Dare and the technological wizardry 
behind his exploits. Create your own robot and dance the 
night away to country blues and rockabilly. Alternatively, 
watch a science-inspired performance, or venture into 
Launchpad and get hands-on with science. 


Photo History 


N 
we. DOAN! Try 
4 EVERYTHING / 


Photo History 


An attractive 1950's air hostess proudly looks at a model of ‘her’ plane 


Mumford Bug Workshop 


Computing and Mathematics gallery, second floor 
From 19.00; robot race at 21.30 


Immerse yourself in the delightful world of robotics. Assemble 
your own ‘Mumford Bug’ robot before releasing it into our robot 
menagerie. We'll end the night with a live robot race, judged 

by Noel Sharkey from Robot Wars. Return to let your robotlets 
loose and you could win a prize... 


Tickets cost £2 and are on sale at the entrance to the 
Computing and Mathematics gallery 


Please note places for this workshop are limited. 


Blackwater Valley Boys 


Dan Dare exhibition, second floor 
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Just like a load of kids many of us collected our pack of parts and then proceeded 
to assemble (or attempt to assemble) the Mumford Bug. The instructions were 
great for kids but us ‘adults’ spent ages looking over our shoulders at our 
neighbours to see what went where. 


= w 
2x grommets 


2x motors 


Pe cry case now!!! 


' Top secret 
assemby line 


Once we were happy that the tiny microprocessors and wiring was up to enkiat 
we then proceeded to the final embellishments - feathers, eyes, leopard skin etc 
to individualise our creation... 
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Near completion 


The mad inventor..with his revolutionary design 
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Mumford bug 
with . 
the test pilot. 
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Once we were happy with the ‘makeover’ hiding it from prying eyes Lynn - ‘the 
test pilot’ gingerly made her way to the launch pad - the Science Museum 
equivalent of Daytona Beach ready to pit our SPECIAL against all comers. 


At the secret test 
area with the other 
boffins . 


Once the rules were explained (which no one understood) and with tears of 
laughter we placed our pride and joy onto the track. 

Total confusion reigned with ours initially going backwards and then when we had 
just given up hope it spun in ever decreasing circles eventually disappearing up its 
own exhaust pipe (if it had had one). 

We were told by a very patient curator that our wiring was faulty..hence the 
erratic behaviour. I am sure he secretly thought...” don't have this trouble with the 
kids”... 
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by starting backwards 
and then going round in. 
ever decreasing circles ~ 


Other great delights in the Science Museum.... 


Magnet tower stacking... 


Page 38 


Photo History 


The pile of magnets afforded a few interesting shots 
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The tunnel from tube to museum........................ 
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September and the weather was great. Bruce, Angela's brother invited me for a 
day's sailing on Grafam Water. After a very misty start 
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We launched the boat and the water was totally without a ripple... 


and we reluctantly retired to the pub at lunchtime. 
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possibly a bit of ‘camera tilt’ |! 


‘ 
‘ « 
\ , 
7 ‘ ty - 
ase 
- - O08 ath oy! 
7 ~ eke tL TET) 
; ‘ a “ ~ 
" F ~ 
48 ane s 
Lab! o 
“ a . 
ot) 
‘ Py 


~~ srornedhoe cocseeee Xen?” 


\ 


Photo History 


Larnie had a short holiday break from school so we managed to make a last minute 
booking to Tuscany. It was perfect few days and we all enjoyed the villa ona 
working vineyard. The setting could not have been nicer. . 
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October ‘08 


October ‘08 


Some of the medieval walls were badly in need of support... 
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Larnie has become a serious photographic rival - she ‘borrows’ the camera, 
disappears and returns with loads of off-beat great shots. She has a real eye for 
images and I try to encourage her. Possibly, like me, she is a frustrated artist. 
The photo can offer a very interesting alternative to painting to anyone without 
the ability to paint, sketch or draw 
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October O08 


One morning we were gently woken up by Larnie who had prepared a fantastic breakfast 
on the terrace overlooking the vineyard. She is a total pleasure and I think enjoys our 
time together. 


The beautiful old town of San Gimignano with its many towers... a magic spot high 
up on the town walls. Yes it was touristy but so pretty and fascinating 


The villa cat seemed to have adopted Larnie. 
We found her asleep in the cot one day 
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The delightful local had just returned from his small-holding with a few grapes. 
When we admired them he insisted we had them and even chased after us to wash 
them before we ate them... 


they were fantastic... 
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The Italian ice creams were quickly eaten before they covered us completely 


PERRET ERY 
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The local art exhibition held some fascinating exhibits including this door and mirror 
optical illusion and a re-enactment of the old theatre that housed the exhibition. 
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Mirrors and 
doors 
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Larnie found it all fascinating... 
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A wonderful Hotel Villa setting for a splendid evening meal and Larnie looked lovely 
in her ‘special dress’. 


We often sat out on the hills in the vineyard at night listening to the ‘silence’ and 
enjoying the views as the sun set and the colours changed all round us. Tuscany is 
a totally delightful part of the world and the locals seem justifiably proud of their 
land 


Fantastic but so cold.... 
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In the airport lounge on the return from a fantastic few days away... 


I know that the intro to this album may seem a bit dour but as an optimist with 
pessimistic tendencies I keep all my options open and these great memories are 
firmly etched in my psyche so however dismal things ‘may’ become no-one can erase 
them....so therelll! 


